Pre-operative radiological and clinical assessment of hepatic tumours--is biopsy necessary?
The pre-operative investigations of 72 consecutive patients who underwent liver resection for hepatic tumours have been reviewed. A combination of clinical, biochemical and radiological findings correctly predicted histology in 93% of cases (the benign or malignant nature in 97%). Biopsy was performed in only 20 patients. Five of the biopsy reports were incorrect (75% accuracy, benign or malignant nature accuracy 90%). Although guided biopsy can be performed during radiological assessment of focal hepatic lesions we argue that it is rarely indicated and can be misleading in patients proceeding to hepatic resection.